Urban  District  Council. 


Eston 


Annual  Report 

OF 
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To  THE  Members  of  the  Eston  UrBx\n  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  the  Council  my  Annual  Report  for  1920. 

Matters  are  now  more  normal  and  our  statistics  will  be  found  to  be  more 
extensive.  The  various  officials  have  assisted  me  in  getting  this  carried  out. 

I beg  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  help  and  encouragement  in  carrying  out 
the  various  schemes  to  improve  the  health  of  the  District. 

The  Industries  of  the  District  are  varied  and  very  important  from  a national 
point  of  view,  and  are  a very  pregnant  factor  in  the  Health  Statistics  of  the  District.. 

The  principal  Trades  are  as  follows  ; — 

Ironstone  Mining. 

Ironworks. 

Steelworks. 

Ship  Building  and  Ship  Repairing. 

Slag  Crushing  for  Agricultural  Manure. 

,,  ,,  Road  Making. 

,,  ,,  Concrete  Works. 


A 


2 


The  allied  industries  of  the  District  are  varied  and  require  a strong  and  vigor - 
our  race  to  carry  them  out.  They  begin  with  the  getting  of  the  raw  material,  which 
is  found  in  the  Cleveland  Hills  in  our  area.  This  stone  is  converted  into  iron  of 
different  grades  for  use  in  foundries  and  boiler  shops.  The  greater  part  of  the  iron 
made  in  this  District  is  converted  into  steel  billets  and  these  are  rolled  into  rails, 
ships'  plates,  angles,  etc. 

These  processes  are  very  exhausting  and  expose  the  workers  to  extreme  heat 
and  cold  and  are  the  cause  of  many  of  the  diseases  of  the  respiratory  tract  which 
appear  so  frequently  in  the  list  of  deaths  in  this  area. 

This  has  been  alleviated  to  a great  extent  by  shortening  the  hours  of  labour 
and  improving  the  surroundings  of  the  workmen. 

A large  trade  is  done  in  the  residue  arising  from  the  processes  needed  in  these 
conversions  and  slag  is  the  principal  element  so  made  ; this  slag  is  used  for  many 
purposes,  and  in  the  preparation  of  these  a grave  danger  lurks,  more  particularly  in 
the  making  of  slag  manure  and  the  flue-dust  used  with  cement  for  concrete  purposes. 
This  work  is  done  when  the  slag  is  dry  and  it  throws  off  a great  quantit}^  of  dust 
which  is  very  irritating  to  the  respiratory  tract  and  is  often  the  cause  of  bronchitis, 
pneumonia  and  phthisis,  as  the  men  in  many  cases  look  upon  the  respirator  as  an 
absolute  nuisance. 

This  class  of  work  has  been  greatly  improved  during  the  last  year  or  two 
by  fitting  up  dust-catchers  and  having  improved  ventilation. 


SHIPBUILDING  AND  SHIP  REPAIRING. 

We  have  a great  number  of  men  employed  in  the  above  trade.  The  work 
is  fairly  healthy,  but  we  often  have  fatal  and  serious  accidents  occurring,  particu- 
larly from  falls  into  the  hold  and  materials  dropping  from  a height. 

The  ship  repairing  is  a very  active  branch.  Vessels  come  from  all  parts  manned 
by  crews  of  all  nations,  and  thus  we  have  the  danger  of  infectious  diseases  being 
introduced.  Should  any  such  case  be  brought  to  light,  steps  are  taken  immediately 
to  prevent  any  spread  of  the  disease. 

In  connection  with  the  general  work  of  the  District  I might  state  that  the 
Companies  have  erected  up-to-date  ambulance  rooms  to  assist  those  injured  in  the 
course  of  their  duty.  These  rooms  are  in  the  charge  of  men  who  have  been  trained 
in  ambulance  work  and  they  are  on  duty  throughout  the  different  shifts. 
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DOCKERS. 

This  work  is  heavy  and  irregular — the  men  employed  handle  a quantity  of 
foreign  ore  and  many  of  them,  irregular  in  their  habits,  cannot  stand  the  strain. 

Going  over  the  various  trades  carried  out  in  the  District,  we  must  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  work  is  of  a very  hazardous  nature,  which  entails  a lowering  of 
the  vitality,  producing  a much  higher  death  rate  than  is  found  in  the  general  work 
of  the  country. 

It  is  very  gratifying  that  the  relations  between  employers  and  employees  are 
now  considerably  improved. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  is  a Hospital  which  provides  medical  and  surgical  treatment  for  the 
employees  of  Messrs.  Bolckow,  Vaughan  & Co.  and  their  dependents.  The  medical, 
and  surgical  work  of  the  Institution  is  carried  on  by  the  medical  staff,  who  are  the 
regular  attendants  of  the  employees,  and  they  are  assisted  in  this  work  by  two 
Consultants.  The  Chief  Consultant  takes  over  the  ordinary  medical  and  surgical 
cases,  and  the  other  devotes  himself  to  the  eye,  throat  and  nose.  The  Committee 
employ  an  anesthestist  and  radiographer  from  amongst  the  general  staff. 

The  work  of  the  Hospital  is  very  creditable  and  caters  for  75  per  cent,  of  the 
people  in  the  area. 

We  also  have  an  interest  in  Holgate  Hospital,  which  is  run  by  a Committee 
of  Guardians  drawn  from  Middlesbrough,  Eston,  Thornaby  and  the  neighbourhood. 

The  Eston  Urban  Council  have  an  Infectious  Disease  Hospital  about  the  centre 
of  the  area.  This  consists  of  four  wards  and  the  ordinary  annexings  providing 
accommodation  for  40  patients.  They  have  also  an  Isolation  Hospital  consisting 
of  two  wards  with  administrative  block  attached  ; this  is  situate  at  the  foot  of  the 
Cleveland  Hills  with  a good  southerly  aspect  and  is  used  for  Smallpox  cases.  During 
the  year  we  had  two  cases  of  Smallpox  in  this  Hospital  for  treatment,  both  of  which 
recovered. 

The  total  number  of  infectious  case.3  treated  in  the  Hospital  durmg  the  year 
was  174,  particulars  of  which  are  given  elsewhere  in  my  report. 

The  Council  have  plans  prepared  and  a site  selected  for  the  erection  of  a new 
and  up-to-date  Infectious  Disease  Hospital  to  meet  the  needs  of  this  growing  District, 
and  I would  suggest  that  they  carry  this  into  effect  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK. 

Our  bacteriological  specim.ens  have  been  sent  to  the  Lister  Institute,  and 
have  been  of  great  service  in  treatment,  more  particularly  in  Tubercular  cases. 
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WORK  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  followed  up  all  the  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  notihed  and  carried  out  the  fumigation  of  houses  and  clothes  ; also  looked 
to  the  gullies  in  districts  surrounding  these  cases. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  pan  system  is  in  use  practically  throughout  the  district.  Privies  and 
ashpits  are  being  converted  to  water  carriage,  and  will  be  completed  as  soon  as 
possible.  It  is  contemplated  to  convert  the  pans  as  soon  as  circumstances  per- 
mit. A number  are  done  yearly  by  agreement  with  the  owners.  The  contents  of 
pans  and  ashpits  are  removed  during  the  night,  the  whole  being  carted  on  to  farms 
and  tips  in  the  district.  Dry  house  and  shop  refuse  is  gathered  during  the  day  with 
covered  dust  carts. 

HOUSING. 

The  total  number  of  houses  is  5,841,  the  number  for  the  working  classes  being 

5,500. 

Number  of  new  houses  for  the  working  classes  erected  during  the  year,  or 
in  course  of  erection,  84. 

Population  estimated  at  present,  32,000,  with  anticipated  increase  of  1,000 
annually,  due  to  industrial  changes. 

Extent  of  shortage  of  houses — 2,520. 

Measures  taken  or  contemplated  to  meet  shortage — 1,300  working  class  houses, 
likely  to  be  built  during  the  next  three  years  other  than  the  Local  Authority.  Approxi- 
mate number  of  new  houses  to  be  provided  by  the  Council  is  1,520. 

OVERCROWDING. 

The  approximate  number  of  new  houses  intended  for  one  family  only  which 
are  now  occupied  by  two  or  more  families  is  500.  The  cause  being  increase  of  work 
and  lack  of  building  during  war  time. 

Measures  taken  or  contemplated  to  deal  with  overcrowding — a Housing 
Scheme  is  now  in  operation,  and  two  of  the  principal  employers  of  labour  are  busy 
formulating  housing  schemes.  The  firm  of  Bolckow,  Vaughan  & Co.  arranging 
to  build  1,178  houses. 

FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  district  is  fairly  good.  There  are 
150  houses  seriously  defective,  but  can  be  made  habitable  and  7 inhabited  houses 
which  cannot  be  made  ht  for  human  habitation.  No  action  can  be  taken  till  accommo- 
dation can  be  found  for  the  inmates,  as  there  is  still  a great  shortage  of  houses, 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  is  that  of  the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board,  practically  all 
the  houses  have  a piped  service. 

The  supply  is  derived  in  part  from  impounding  reservoirs  in  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Balder  and  the  Lune. 

The  supply  is  said  to  be  ample  and  constant  ; the  water  is  of  satisfactory 
quality,  soft,  and  without  action  on  lead. 


DEATHS. 


During  the  year  1920  there  were  420  deaths  registered  in  the  district — of  these 
224  were  males  and  196  females — equal  to  a death  rate  of  13-1  per  1,000,  whilst  40 
deaths  of  Eston  District  persons  occurred  outside  our  area  and  13  deaths  of  non- 
residents were  registered  in  the  district,  thus  giving  a corrected  rate  of  13*9  per  1,000 
population. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  1920  show  a decrease  of  120  on  those 
for  1919. 


On  dividing  the  deaths  into  age  groups  I find  that — 

113  deaths  occurred  under  1 year  of  age. 

40  ,,  ,,  over  1 year  and  under  5 years. 

13  ,,  ,,  over  5 years  and  under  10  years. 

9 ,,  ,,  over  10  years  and  under  15  years. 

31  ,,  ,,  over  15  years  and  under  25  years. 

69  ,,  ,,  over  25  years  and  under  45  years. 

74  ,,  ,,  over  45  years  and  under  65  years. 

71  ,,  ,,  over  65  years  ol  age. 

The  main  causes  of  death  were  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  Phthisis,  Pulmonalis, 
Congenital  Debility,  Meningitis  and  Senile  Decay. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  during  the  year  was  1 13,  corres- 
ponding to  a mortality  rate  of  115-8  per  1,000  nett  births.  This  number  shows  a 
decrease  of  one  death  on  the  previous  year. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  under  one  year  of  age  were  due  to  Congenital 
Debility,  Epidemic  Enteritis,  Prematurity,  Meningitis,  and  Convulsions. 

Enteritis  caused  13  deaths  ; this  in  many  instances  is  due  to  bottle-fed  children 
and  is  caused  by  unclean  tubes  placed  in  ordinary  bottles.  Prematurity  has  followed 
to  a great  extent  on  the  heels  of  the  war,  and  with  the  treatment  offered  should  soon 
disappear  more  or  less.  Meningitis  in  many  instances  followed  on  an  attack  of  Measles, 
as  many  of  the  parents  look  upon  it  as  a necessary  ailment  in  all  children  and  allow 
the  children  to  get  out  too  soon. 
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CORONERS’  INQUESTS. 

Inquests  were  held  respecting  the  deaths  of  28  persons,  viz.  : — Accidents,  23  ; 
Drowning,  2 ; Sudden  Deaths,  3. 

Seven  deaths  due  to  accidents  occurred  in  Eston  Hospital  ; 4 at  South  Bank 

■ »» 

Furnaces  ; 3 at  Smiths  Docks  ; 1 at  Eston  Mines  ; 1 at  Cleveland  Steel  Works  ; 
1 at  Cargo  Fleet  Iron  Works  and  6 in  streets  or  houses. 

The  sudden  deaths  were  caused  by  heart  affections. 

BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  1920  there  were  975  births  registered  in  the  district,  of  these 
496  were  males,  and  479  females,  equal  to  a birth  rate  of  30-4  per  1,000  population. 

The  Births  for  1920  show  an  increase  of  163  on  those  for  1919,  which  is  very 
satisfactory  and  compares  very  favourably  with  the  general  rate. 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  the  bodies  of  57  still-born  children  were  buried  at  the 
Cemetery  for  the  District,  the  number  for  the  various  quarters  being  6,  12,  10,  10. 

This  number  is  an  increase  of  15  on  those  for  1919,  which  can  be  accounted 
for  by  the  greater  care  of  granting  certificates. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  the  past  year  301  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notfied  (exclusive 
of  Measles),  which  shows  an  increase  of  8 cases  on  the  previous  year. 

On  dividing  these  into  groups  I find  that  the  following  were  notified  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  178 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Influenzal  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  3 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Membraneous  Croup  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Smallpox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Opthalmia  Neonatorium  ...  ...  ...  5 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  47 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  12 


Total 


301 
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MEASLES. 

Fifty-one  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  during  the  year,  equal  to  a rate  of  1-5 
per  1,000  population.  Only  one  death  occurred  attributable  to  this  disease. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-eight  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified,  equal 
to  a rate  of  5-5  per  1,000  population. 

The  epidemic  was  spread  practically  throughout  the  district.  It  is  very 
satisfactory  that  considering  the  number  of  cases  only  two  deaths  occurred  attributable 
to  this  disease. 

Most  of  the  cases  were  of  a mild  type  and  the  difficulty  in  dealing  with  them 
was,  some  were  not  brought  to  the  medical  attendant  until  desquamating  or  were  found 
by  the  school  medical  officer  when  examining  the  scholars. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Twenty-seven  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified,  equal  to  a rate  of  0-8  per 
1,000  population. 

Five  deaths  occurred,  equal  to  a rate  of  0-1  per  1,000  population. 

This  number  shows  a considerable  decrease  on.  those  of  the  previous  year. 

Medical  men  of  the  area  are  supplied  by  the  Council  with  Anti-toxin  for 
patients  who  are  treated  at  home. 


ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Three  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified — two  deaths  occurred. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  past  year  47  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  12  cases  of 
other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified. 

This  shows  a decrease  of  15  Pulmonary  and  14  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
on  the  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  previous  year. 

There  were  36  deaths  caused  by  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  1 9 deaths  by  other 
forms  of  tuberculosis. 

Many  of  these  cases  have  not  been  notified,  and  are  only  discovered  by  the 
Health  Authorities  when  the  deaths  are  registered  or  when  operated  on  in  the 
Hospital. 
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SMALLPOX. 

Two  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified  during  the  year. 

The  first  was  notified  as  a suspicious  case,  and  as  a precautionary  measure 
was  removed  to  the  Hospital  on  Eston  Hills. 

I visited  the  house  where  the  patient  resided  and  closed  it  up,  after  vaccina- 
ting the  inmates.  It  soon  became  apparent  that  it  was  not  a case  of  Smallpox. 

The  second  case  was  a coloured  seaman  from  a ship  who  came  to  South  Bank 
to  consult  a medical  man.  I removed  him  also  to  the  Hospital  ; he  made  satisfac- 
tory progress  and  was  discharged,  cured. 

I made  arrangements  for  the  fumigation  of  the  ship.  The  crew  had  been 
paid  off  before  the  case  came  to  my  notice  ; I got  their  addresses  and  notified  the 
different  areas. 

INFLUENZAL  PNEUMONIA. 

One  of  the  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  past  year  was  Pneumonia  ; there 
were  7 deaths  attributable  to  influenzal  Pneumonia  and  46  to  other  forms  of  Pneu- 
monia, which  was  a considerable  decrease  on  the  number  of  cases  from  the  previous 
year,  which  marked  the  end  of  the  Influenza  wave. 

ENTERITIS. 

Sixteen  deaths  were  caused  by  this  disease  during  the  year,  13  of  which  were 
under  one  year  of  age.  Many  of  these  were  bottle-fed  children  and  the  deaths 
occurred  during  the  hot  season  when  milk  and  bottles  were  contaminated  by  flies. 
Many  of  the  mothers  use  ordinary  lemonade  bottles  with  long  tubing  which  soon 
becomes  insanitary.  All  mothers  who  do  not  suckle  their  children  should  use  the 
boat-shaped  bottles  which  are  easily  kept  clean  and  are  most  efficient  in  feeding 
the  child. 


SANATORIUM. 

During  the  past  year  174  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  treated  in  the 


Sanatorium  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  155 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Smallpox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Observation  Smallpox  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total  ...  174 


Two  deaths  occurred  of  Scarlet  Fever  patients  and  one  Diphtheria  patient, 
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The  work  of  the  Sanatorium  was  carried  on  by  the  Matron  (Miss  Wratton) 
and  her  staff  in  a most  satisfactory  manner.  Every  attention  was  given  to  the 
patients  with  the  result  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  three  cases  mentioned  above, 
all  the  patients  recovered. 

As  the  District  is  growing  rapidly  I would  suggest  to  the  Council  that  an 
early  ehort  should  be  made  to  carry  out  the  proposed  new  Hospital  for  Infectious 
Disease,  for  which  plans  have  been  prepared  and  a site  purchased. 

CHILD  WELFARE. 

It  was  notified  in  the  1919  report  that  all  preparations  had  been  made  for 
inaugurating  a Child  Welfare  Centre.  This  has  now  been  carried  out  and  the  opera- 
tions have  been  in  existence  during  the  whole  year.  The  Scheme  is  being  run  on 
the  voluntary  principle  and  is  supervised  by  a Sub-Committee  of  Councillors.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  a very  energetic  and  capable  body  of  local  ladies  who 
give  their  services  for  the  furtherance  of  the  cause.  They  have  each  specified  duties 
to  carry  out,  and  we  meet  weekly  at  Cleveland  House  where  rooms  are  provided. 
Our  numbers  were  small  at  the  beginning  but  kept  on  increasing  until  we  have  now 
reached  a total  of  ICO  per  week. 

There  is  a receiving  room  provided  for  the  mothers  and  babies  ; adjoining 
this  is  the  disrobing  and  weighing  room  where  the  names  and  weights  of  the  infants 
are  entered  ; they  are  then  passed  into  the  next  room  to  the  Secretary  who  fiUs  up 
the  history  card  so  that  they  can  tell  at  a glance  the  changes  that  are  taking  place. 

The  work  so  far  is  much  appreciated  by  the  mothers  who  take  an  active 
interest  in  seeing  that  their  children  keep  on  improving. 

In  connection  with  the  Centre  we  provide  Glaxo,  Viral  and  milk  foods  at 
cost  price  ; we  also  provide  each  week  light  refreshments  for  the  mothers  at  a nominal 
cost. 

The  other  section  is  to  provide  underclothing  at  the  lowest  possible  price. 
The  ladies  bring  the  material  and  cut  out  the  garments  for  the  mothers  to  finish. 
If  there  is  any  doubt  about  their  capability  to  do  this,  they  are  made  up  by  the 
ladies  of  this  department. 

To  encourage  the  mothers  who  are  not  too  well  furnished  with  money,  a bank 
has  been  formed  and  the  mothers  contribute  small  sums  weekly  which  enables  them 
to  pay  for  the  underclothing. 

Though  there  has  been  a complete  stoppage  of  work  in  the  district,  I feel 
pleased  to  say  that  most  of  the  mothers  are  still  able  to  purchase  their  requirements 
here. 

The  Council  are  taking  a very  active  interest  in  the  Centre,  and  have  made 
arrangements  for  enlarging  the  scope  and  furnishing  the  rooms  as  an  object  lesson 
for  the  mothers  who  attend  the  Centre. 
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NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  INFLUENZA,  CHICKENPOX  AND  MEASLES. 

These  cases  are  looked  into  where  necessary.  The  usual  procedure  of  fumiga- 
tion is  carried  out.  In  regard  to  Non-Notihable  Diseases,  to  which  children  are 
specially  susceptible,  we  make  arrangements  for  disinfecting  the  schools  at  the 
week-end. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  that  we  only  had  7 deaths  attributable  to  Influenza, 
and  1 death  attributable  to  Measles. 

The  medical  men  in  this  District  notify  the  Tuberculosis  cases  fairly  well, 
necessitating  no  action  by  the  Council.  Copies  of  all  cases  notified  are  sent  in  each 
week  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

VERMINOUS  PERSONS. 

. We  supply  disinfectant  for  cleansing  any  verminous  person  in  the  District, 
and  their  belongings  are  disinfected  with  an  up-to-date  steam  disinfector. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  not  himself  the  School  Medical  Officer,  but 
a close  touch  is  kept.  A list  of  absentees  and  their  illness  is  sent  regularly  by  the 
teacher  and  this  is  compared  with  the  notifications  which  enables  me  to  follow  up 
any  case  not  publicly  notified  ; this  |,lso  gives  a clue  to  the  School  which  spreads  the 
disease.  If  we  find  that  any  particular  School  is  likely  to  be  a centre  of  infection, 
we  have  the  School  thoroughly  fumigated  at  the  end  of  the  week. 

The  water  supply  is  most  efficient  and  of  good  quality,  being  drawn  from  the 
Tees  Valley  Water  Board. 

The  Schools  are  kept  particularly  clean  and  the  out-houses  are  in  a satisfactory 
sanitary  condition. 

POPULATION. 

Census  1911  ...  ...  ...  ...  27,026 

Estimated  1920  ...  ...  ...  ...  32,000 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER  OF  DISTRICT. 

The  District  has  an  area  of  4,558  acres  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
River  Tees,  on  the  east  and  south  by  the  Guisborough  Rural  District,  and  on  the 
west  by  the  Middlesbrough  Rural  District  and  County  Borough  of  Middlesbrough. 

The  northern  end  of  the  District  is  about  30  feet  above  ordnance  datum,  and 
rises  gradually  about  70  feet  to  about  two-thirds  of  its  length  from  north  to  south, 
afterwards  rising  abruptly  to  its  southern  boundary  to  a height  of  650  feet  above 
ordnance  datum. 

The  subsoil  throughout  the  district  with  the  exception  of  small  areas  is  a 
strong  clay. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  whole  of  the  sewerage  of  the  District,  with  the  exception  of  a small  area, 
discharges  openly  into  the  River  Tees,  without  treatment  ; the  excepted  portion 
is  treated  by  hltering  the  effluent,  hnally  discharging  into  the  River  Tees  after  being 
used  for  works  purposes. 

The  Council  have  under  consideration  sewerage  schemes  for  improving  the 
present  system,  also  providing  for  extensions. 

There  are  three  separate  outfalls — one  4ft.  6in.,  two  3ft.  Oin.  in  diameter. 
During  the  year  there  was  also  laid  a large  sewer  2ft.  6in.  in  diameter  in  Lee  Road, 
Grangetown,  to  carry  the  sewerage  from  Bolckow,  Vaughan  & Co.,  Grangetown 
Garden  Village. 


POOR  LAW  RELIEF. 


The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  paid  during  the  year  1920  was  £7,401  7s.  2d. 
as  follows  : — 


First  Quarter 
Second  Quarter 
Third  Quarter 
Fourth  Quarter 


£ s.  d. 
1,445  2 5 

1,770  17  1 

1,894  16  1 

2,291  1 7 


Total  ...  ...  £7,401  17  2 


The  Eston  District  is  one  of  the  partners  which  go  to  form  the  Middlesbrough 
Union,  and  the  work  is  carried  out  by  a Sub-Committee,  who  have  rooms  in  the 
Eston  area.  They  meet  usually  once  a fortnight,  and  adjudicate  on  the. cases  brought 
before  them  by  the  Local  Officer.  The  Officials  consist  of  an  Agent  and  a Medical 
Officer. 


HOUSING. 

Unhealthy  Areas  ... 

Closing  Orders 
Demolition  Orders  ... 

Obstructive  Buildings 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  1920. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  of  Eston. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  information  my  Annual  Report  for 

1920. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  increasing  work  and  responsibility,  and  con- 
sidering the  high  prices  of  materials  which  prevailed  the  number  of  nuisances  abated 
is  very  satisfactory. 

The  sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs,  the  inspection  of  meat  and  food  supplies  and 
infectious  disease  which  are  most  important  branches  of  the  work,  have  been  well 
maintained,  although  much  more  inspection  could  have  been  done  had  the  clerical 
side  of  the  work  permitted. 

The  conversion  of  the  pan-closets  into  water-closets  proceeded  as  well  as  the 
supply  of  materials  would  allow,  but  this  was  greatly  affected  by  the  miners’  strike 
which  caused  the  Potteries  to  cease  deliveries  of  the  basins. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

During  the  past  year  1,768  notices  were  served  upon  the  owners  and  occupiers 
of  properties  in  respect  of  nuisances  thereon,  and  in  very  many  cases  the  nuisances 
were  abated  without  further  action  being  necessary.  The  remaining  cases  where 
the  notices  were  not  complied  with  were  reported  to  the  Council. 

Upon  instructions  of  the  Council  62  Statutory  notices  were  served  during 
the  year,  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  excluding  42  notices  served  for  the  sub- 
stitution of  water-closets  and  ashbins  in  the  place  of  the  old  privies  and  ashpits. 
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NUISANCES. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  various  headings  under  which  notices  were 
served  : — 


Nature  of  Nuisances 

Dwellings,  Houses  and  Schools — 

Number  of 
Informal 
Notices 
by 

Inspector 

Number  of 
Statuory 
Notices  by 
order  of 
Council 

Number  of 
N uisances 
abated  after 
Notice  at 
end  of  year 

Structural  Defects 

75 

23 

70 

Defective  Downcomers  and  Spouting 

24 

6 

24 

Foul  Conditions  ... 

37 

— 

35 

Defective  Sinks  and  Slopstones 

14 

2 

14 

House  Drainage — 

Defective  Drains 

26 

5 

24 

Yard,  Water-closets  and  Sink  Wastes  Stopped 

32 

1 

31 

Defective  Yard  Pavings 

12 

2 

12 

Accumulation  of  Manure 

25 

— 

25 

Fowls  Improperly  Kept 

73 

1 

67 

Defective  Privy  and  Refuse  Pans 

1,116 

12 

1,068 

Pan  Doors  Defective  and  Missing 

195 

10 

175 

Miscellaneous 

35 

— 

30 

Total 

1 ,664 

62 

1,575 

Comparison  for  1919 — Total 

1,312 

74 

1,274 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  89  notices  not  complied  with,  most  of  which 
were  served  towards  the  close  of  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  nuisances  enumerated  above  many  defects  were  remedied 
on  verbal  intimation  to  both  owners  and  occupiers.  331  yard  and  water-closet 
drains  were  unstopped  by  the  Council’s  workmen  without  notices  being  served, 
against  251  for  1919. 


SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

The  conversion  of  the  old  privies  and  ashpits  into  water-closets  made  good 
progress  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  but  later  the  difficulty  of  labour  and 
material  stopped  what  had  promised  to  be  a most  successful  year. 

Forty-two  notices  were  served  for  the  conversion  of  privies  and  ashpits  into 
water-closets  as  against  140  for  1919,  the  small  number  served  in  1920  was  due  to 
the  previous  notices  not  being  complied  with. 
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The  number  of  conversions  of  privies  and  ashpits  into  water-closets  was  59 
against  55  for  the  previous  year,  and  the  number  of  conversions  of  pan-closets  into 
water-closets  was  109  against  46  for  the  previous  year — 26  notices  for  the  renewal 
of  privy  pans  were  cancelled,  the  owners  preferring  to  have  them  converted  into 
water-closets. 

The  voluntary  system  of  conversion  of  pan-closets  is  still  very  popular,  especi- 
ally with  persons  who  are  both  owners  and  occupiers  of  their  houses.  At  present 
I am  well  booked  up  with  names  of  persons  who  are  willing  to  convert  this  class  of 
closet  on  the  Council's  present  offer,  which  covers  about  three-fourths  of  the  cost, 
and  well  repays  those  who  take  advantage  of  the  offer  for  the  convenience  they 
receive. 

The  approximate  numbers  of  tne  difterent  kinds  of  sanitary  conveniences  in 
the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year  1920  are  set  out  below  : — 


District 

Water 

Closets 

Pan 

Closets 

Privies 

and 

Ashpits 

South  Bank 

773 

2,130 

81* 

Normanby 

142 

224 

45 

Eston 

228 

600 

15 

Grangetown 

198 

1,310 

24 

Total 

1,341 

4,264 

165 

* Add  67  combined  privy  ashpits. 

SCAVENGING. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  statement  of  sanitary  conveniences  pan-closets  are 
the  most  common  in  the  district.  The  privies  and  ashpits  are  being  converted  as 
quickly  as  labour  and  materials  will  allow,  and  at  the  same  time  our  pan-closets  are 
diminishing,  due  to  conversions. 

All  pan-closets  and  ashpits  are  emptied  during  the  night — pan-closets  twice 
weekly  and  ashpits  weekly.  The  quantity  of  liquid  in  the  pans  cause  many  nuisances. 
In  these  days  of  gas  cooking  and  during  the  coal  strike  we  find  there  is  not  sufficient 
ashes  from  the  fire-grates  to  absorb  the  liquid,  consequently  any  pan  not  absolutely 
water  tight  allows  leakage  to  run  into  the  back  street,  percolating  the  paving  and 
often  smelling  very  offensive.  Many  pans  apparently  defective  are  quite  good,  the 
apparent  leakage  being  caused  by  the  pan  being  about  six  inches  below  the  seat 
and  not  drawn  up  to  the  riser  in  front  of  the  pan. 

The  inspection  of  pans  has  always  my  close  attention,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
number  of  notices  served  during  the  year.  In  recent  years  a very  light  half-round 
pan  has  made  its  appearance  on  the  market  and  owing  to  the  high  cost  of  the  square 
pan  many  owners  have  provided  the  lighter  pan,  the  consequence  being  that 
renewals  are  increased. 
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The  supply  of  pans  continued  to  be  limited  as  in  the  previous  year,  and  the 
Council  continued  the  purchasing  of  pans  to  meet  the  situation.  These  were  sold  to 
replace  defective  pans  in  the  district  at  slightly  more  than  cost. 

During  the  year  the  pre-war  practice  of  cleansing  yard  gulleys,  which  was 
discontinued  during  the  war,  was  renewed,  the  result  being  that  the  number  of  choked 
drains  was  greatly  reduced. 

The  contents  of  the  Dr.  Quinn’s  bins  and  both  trade  refuse  and  dry  dust  are 
removed  weekly  through  the  day.  The  whole  of  our  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping 
or  dumps.  There  are  several  of  these  in  the  district  and  the  complaint  of  rats  and 
smells  in  general,  especially  in  the  summer  time.  These  tips  are  now  about  full,  having 
been  in  use  for  some  years,  and  the  Council  have  now  under  consideration  more 
modern  methods  of  refuse  disposal. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  the  year  the  Infectious  Diseases  enumerated  in  the  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  were  visited  and  enquiries  made  as  to  the  origin  of  the 
cases.  Such  fumigations  and  disinfection  as  was  necessary  were  carried  out  and 
all  possible  steps  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  houses  and  other  buildings  fumigated,  as 
well  as  the  disinfection  of  bedding,  etc.,  by  the  steam  disinfector  : — ■ 


Houses 

Schools 
and  other 

Rooms 

Lots  ot 
Bedding' 
and 

Infectious  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis 

277 

Building's 

5 

459 

Clothing 

Disinfected 

56 

Tuberculosis 

42 

— 

56 

36 

Cancer 

4 

— 

6 

2 

Various 

24 

— 

36 

. 15 

Totals  ... 

347 

5 

557 

109 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  number  of  workshops  on  the  register,  including  bake  houses,  is  82.  Par- 


ticulars as  to  each  trade  carried  on  is  set  out  below  : — 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Joiners,  Cartwrights,  Cabinet  Makers  & Undertakers  13 
Tailors,  Dressmakers  and  Milliners  ...  ...  12 

Boot  Repairers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Plumbers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .4 

Painters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cycle  and  Motor  Repairers  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


82 


Total 
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The  whole  of  the  workshops  have  been  periodically  visited  during  the  year 
and  many  minor  defects  remedied  on  verbal  representation  being  made  to  the  owners 
or  occupiers. 

In  the  following  cases  informal  notices  were  served  and  complied  with  : — ■ 
Insufficient  and  Defective  Sanitary  Accommodation  5 

Limewashing  and  Cleaning  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Accumulations  of  Refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  Drainage,  Paving,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  4 

Total  ...  14 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

The  taking  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  which  was  commenced  in  October, 
1919,  was  proceeded  with  throughout  the  year.  The  number  of  samples  taken 
was  72 — the  result  of  the  analyses  are  detailed  below  : — 


Nature  of  Sample 

Formal 

Number  of  Sa 
Informal 

imples 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

*New  Milk  ... 

42 

— 

34 

4 

Precipitated  Sulphur 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Lard 

— ■ 

2 

2 

— 

Pearl  Barley 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Arrowroot 

— , 

2 

2 

— 

Gregory  Powder 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Ground  Ginger  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Baking  Powder  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

*Pepper 

— ■ 

2 

1 

— 

• Ground  Almonds 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Liquorice  Powder 

— ■ 

1 

1 

1 

Cream  of  Tartar... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Coffee  ...  ...  ...  ... 

■ — 

2 

1 

1 

Spirits  of  Camphor 

— 

1 

1 

— . 

Sago  ...  • • • ...  ... 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Cocoa 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Flour 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Yeast 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre  ... 

1 

1 

— 

*Oatmeal  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Vinegar 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Total 

42 

27 

57 

6 

* Four  samples  of  new  milk,  one  of  pepper  and  one  of  oatmeal,  were  broken  or  des- 
troyed in  transit. 
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The  adulterations  in  the  four  samples  of  new  milk  were  : — 

Milk  showing  7 per  cent,  deficient  in  fat. 

,,  ,,  2-|  per  cent,  added  water. 

,,  ,,  8-3  per  cent,  deficient  in  fat. 

,,  ,,  22  per  cent,  deficient  in  fat. 

In  the  first  three  cases  warning  letters  were  sent  by  the  Clerk  to  the  vendors. 
In  the  fourth  case  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  vendor,  and  this  being  the 
first  case  was  leniently  dealt  with,  defendant  being  dismissed  on  payment  of  costs. 
The  vendors  of  the  remaining  adulterated  samples — Liquorice  Powder  and  Coffee — 
were  sent  warning  letters.  The  Liquorice  Powder  being  deficient  in  alcoholic  extract, 
and  the  Coffee  contained  about  one  per  cent,  were  in  small  lumps  which  may  have 
been  due  to  accident.  Thirty  samples  of  New  Milk  taken  were  mornings’  supply,  and 
12  were  afternoons’  milk.  The  average  percentages  of  fat  and  non-fatt}^  solids  in 
the  genuine  samples  being — ■ 

Non-Fatty  Solids  ...  ...  ...  8*76  per  cent* 

Fat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3-9  per  cent. 

These  averages  are  very  satisfactory,  and  goes  to  show  that  apart  from 
adulterations  the  general  milk  supply  is  of  good  quality. 

During  the  year  three  samples  of  water  were  taken  in  the  district,  the  areas 
from  which  the  samples  were  taken  were  South  Bank,  Normanby  and  Grangetown, 
and  the  analysts’  certificates  were  practically  the  same  in  each  case,  the  only  differ- 
ence being  that  the  Grangetown  sample  was  free  from  sediment,  and  that  of  Normanby 
had  slightly  more  than  South  Bank.  The  sediment  mentioned  being  due  to  imperfect 
filtering,  a dead  end,  or  fracture  to  a pipe. 

The  detailed  analvsis  of  the  water  is  set  out  below  : — 


Chlorides  ...  ...  ...  ...  *69 

Nitrates  ...  ...  ...  ...  Trace 

Nitrites  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Calcium  ...  ...  ...  ...  4-94 

Organic  Matter  ...  ...  ...  ...  L12 

Injurious  Matter  (Metals)  ...  ...  None 

Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  . . -007 


Observations — This  is  a soft  peaty  w'ater  which  may  be  safely  used  for  drinking 
or  domestic  purposes  ; its  high  colour  may  be  objectionable  to  some  people. 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  FOODS. 


During  the  year  this  important  branch  of  the  work  received  my  most  careful 
attention,  as  far  as  possible  the  meat  is  examined  at  the  time  of  slaughtering.  Under 
present  conditions  this  is  very  difficult  —the  slaughter-houses  are  spread  over  the 
whole  of  the  district  and  killing  usually  takes  place  almost  simultaneously.  In  the 
warm  weather  slaughtering  often  takes  place  in  the  cool  of  the  evening.  This 
necessitates  the  visits  being  made  as  quickly  as  possible,  If  the  killing  has  just 
commenced  when  your  Inspector  arrives  he  is  delayed  or  has  to  make  a second  visit, 
otherwise  the  advantage  of  inspecting  the  carcase  before  any  of  the  organs  are  removed 
from  the  slaughter-house  is  lost  and  any  sign  of  disease  may  be  removed. 

The  importance  of  meat  and  food  inspection  is  demonstrated  in  the  table  set 


below  showing  the  approximate  weights  and 

articles 

taken 

; — - 

Artii'les  taken 

Tons 

Weigfht 

Cwts.  Stones 

Lbs 

2 Carcases  of  Cow — Beasts  and  all  internal 

organs  ... 

• 

15 

5 



1 Carcase  of  Heifer — ^Beast  and  all  internal 

organs  ... 

— 

6 

4 

— 

1 Carcase  of  Bullock  and  all  internal  organs 

— 

6 

7 

• — - 

19  Carcases  of  Sheep  ... 

— 

7 

2 

5 

Various  joints  and  organs  (Beef,  Mutton, 

- 

Pork  and  Bacon) 

— 

4 

3 

8 

Rabbits 

— 

• — 

3 

10 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  ... 

3 

13 

4 

— 

Totals  . . . 

3 

14 

5 

9 

There  were  also  1,050  eggs  surrendered  and  destroyed. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

The  number  of  Slaughter-Houses  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
14.  One  registered  slaughter-house  was  closed  during  the  year  owing  to  the  premises 
being  sold,  and  one  licence  which  had  elapsed  during  the  war  was  renewed. 

All  slaughter-houses  are  regularly  visited  and  generally  speaking  are  con- 
ducted in  a satisfactory  manner.  Any  verbal  request  with  respect  to  limewashing 
or  small  repairs  was  attended  to  without  undue  delay.  No  notices  were  served  for 
the  abatement  of  any  nuisances  in  connection  with  slaughter-houses. 
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There  is  a shortage  of  such  premises  in  the  district  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  statement  : — 


District 


Number  of 
English  Meat 
Butchers 


Slaughter  Houses 
Yearly  Not 

Licence  Licenced* 


South  Bank 

Normanby 

Eston 

Grangetown 


11  3 3 
2 — 1 
6 4 — 
4 3 — 


Total  ...  23  10  4 


* These  slaughter-houses  are  not  licenced,  the  owners  contending  that  they 
are  registered,  and  it  will  be  necessary  when  accommodation  of  a Public  Slaughter- 
House  is  more  mature  to  take  proceedings  against  these  people  to  prove  that  their 
premises  are  registered  slaughter-houses. 

During  the  year  the  question  of  providing  a public  abattoir  was  decided  upon 
by  the  Council  and  plans  were  prepared  and  approved.  The  selection  of  a suitable 
site  is  now  being  considered,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  we  may  have  the 
slaughtering  of  the  District  centralised. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  only  two  common  lodging  houses  in  the  area.  The  accommodation 
is  greatly  in  excess  of  the  requirements  of  the  district,  consequently  there  is  no  fear 
of  overcrowding. 

Both  premises  are  periodically  visited  and  verbal  intimations  is  all  that  has 
been  necessary  to  have  the  places  kept  in  a clean  condition.  The  keepers  appear  to 
do  their  best  to  keep  the  houses  in  good  order  and  free  from  vermin  ; the  latter 
being  very  difficult  owing  to  the  class  of  persons  to  be  dealt  with. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

These  trades  are  practically  negligible.  Several  of  the  butchers  boil  the 
tripes  of  the  animals  they  kill,  and  one  person  carries  on  the  trade  of  tripe  boiler, 
but  no  labour  is  employed  in  offensive  trades  in  the  district. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILK  SHOPS. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  36  milksellers  and  15  cow-keepers  in  our 
district . 

Each  of  the  milkshops  have  been  periodically  visited.  Several  of  the  sellers 
only  deal  with  a small  quantity  daily,  and  in  the  course  of  my  inspections  only  minor 
matters  have  had  to  be  dealt  with — such  as  providing  covers  for  the  receptacles 
to  prevent  dust  contamination. 


The  cowsheds  were  also  visited  during  the  year  at  the  times  of  turning  the 
cattle  out  to  grass  and  also  about  the  season  for  taking  them  in  for  the  winter.  Some 
of  our  cowsheds  are  in  quite  good  condition,  but  there  are  several  which  are  very 
old  buildings  which  cannot  be  considered  quite  satisfactory  unless  they  are  entirely 
rebuilt.  When  times  become  normal  the  reconstruction  of  these  will  have  to  be 
considered.  In  the  meantime  small  repairs  and  limewashing  are  being  done  satisfac- 
torily. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 

The  Housing  (Inspector  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  requires  a house-to- 
house  inspection  making  of  the  whole  district  to  ascertain  their  condition,  both 
sanitary  and  structural. 

The  Regulations  further  require  that  records  be  kept  of  all  premises  visited^ 
the  conditions  found  and  any  action  taken.  The  Local  Authority  shall  take  into 
consideration  at  each  of  their  monthly  ordinary  meetings  the  records  kept  and  shall 
give  such  directions  and  take  such  action  as  may  be  within  their  powers. 

Owing  to  the  reconstruction  work  and  difficult  material  supplies,  the  house 
inspection  has  been  limited,  but  now  that  conditions  of  labour  and  materials  are 
becoming  more  normal,  this  work  can  be  proceeded  with. 

I would' here  point  out  the  value  of  a complete  record  of  the  housing  in  the 
district  in  addition  to  the  folding  of  nuisances  which  may  not  otherwise  come  to  my 
notice. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 

The  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  of  1919  contains  powers  to  compel  occupiers 
to  destroy  rats  and  mice  on  their  premises.  The  powers  in  our  district  are  invested 
in  the  County  Council,  and  during  the  year  that  authority  were  notihed  of  several 
premises  known  to  be  infested  with  rats. 

As  the  year  proceeded  the  Council  were  impressed  with  the  extent  of  the  rat 
population  of  our  district,  and  with  the  desire  to  reduce  their  numbers  have  taken 
into  consideration  the  advisability  of  requesting  the  County  Council  to  delegate 
their  powers  to  this  Council  in  the  belief  that  it  would  tend  to  closer  supervision  of 
infected  premises. 

CONCLUSION. 

Comparing  this  Report  with  that  of  1 9 1 9,  it  will  be  noted  that  increased  work 
has  been  carried  out  in  all  branches.  The  pleasing  factor  being,  that  the  district 
is  better  for  the  repairs  and  alterations  done,  which  are  all  conducive  to  the  better 
health  of  the  district. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  STEEL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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